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New Quarters Of
Station Formally
Dedicated

REYNOLDS, HOEY
AND ELIAS SPEAK

* Affiliation With CBS And’
12th Anniversary Also

; ,Celebrated e
o [ iy
J"v"‘~ : - "f- \1 N.ui
Recognition of the pubhc ervxce;‘
it has rendered in the past and
wishes for continued success in the
future were voiced by educational,
governmental, religious and business
“ leaders participating in the dedica-
tion of Radio Station WWNC’'s new
studios and offices here last night.

In addition ‘to formally opening its
new quarters in the recently-complet-
ed Citizen-Times building on O.

Radio | to_tne

| this region.

' and - executive

Henry avenue, the station celebrated
its 12th anniversary and its affilia-
tion with the Columbia Broadcasting
system.

Among the speakers participating
in the one hour and a half broadcast
were Governor Clvde R. Hoey and
Senator Robert R. Reynolds. Governor
Hoey spoke from Raleigh.

Visitors Inspect Plant
‘Hundreds of visitors inspected the
station’s new quarters, which are
equipped with the most modern
transmitting apparatus, and are the
linest in the South in design and
construction.

The Columbia Broadcasting system
Presented a half-hour program- at 11
o'clock welcoming WWNC to its nect-
Work. Descriptions of the local sta-
flon's equipment were given and
frequent mention was made of the
Scenic attractions of Western North
Carolina, Including the Great Smoky
Mountains Natlonal park. |

The scenery ‘and climate were de-

scmbed as ideal for a tourist resort

land in addition reference was made’and homes in these sections have
industry and agriculture Dfprofltod by these programs,

The golf courses, lak
and fishing streams of Western Ncrth
Carolina also were mentioned.
History Of WWNC Given

Between selections by a 20-piece
orchestra featuring  Barry Wood and
Doris Rhoades as soloists, a history

WWNC was given.

The broadcast was carried by all
of the 117 stations affiliated with
the CBS network. The program

originated in the studios Of Station|represented by the
| Fisher, pastor of St. Mark's Lutheran

WABGC in New York city.

Don S. Elias, vice-president of the,

Asheville Citizen-Times company—
owners and operators of the station—
director of WWNC,
traced the history of the broadcast-
ing unit since its establishment 12
Yyears ago by the Asheville chamber
of commerce.

After explaining that the chamber
of cocmmerce operated the station for|
18 months, he .sald, “With the fine
community spirit which has charac-
terized the history of The Asheville
Citizen, and believing that the sta-
tion’'s continuance would mean a
vast deal to the people of Western
North Carolina, the newspaper pur-
chased and took over the operation
of WWNC. In view of the city's ex-
perience in operating the station, cer-
tainly no one would have asserted
that a selfish commercial spirit
prompted the owners to assume this
additional community service. Franx-
ness impels me to say that the sta-
tion’s operation has not been a par-
ticularly successful financial venture,
hbut the continuance of its facilities
has been a source of great satisfac-
tion to the owners of Asheville’s two
newspapers.

“We have wmnelieved that a
station was of great cultural and
entertainment benefit to its thou-|
sands_of listeners. We know that it
daily relieves the monotony of rural
Iife. that it comforts the
and stimulates a greater interest in
the activities of thls busy old world

radio

in which we are living.
Dr. Hoyt Blackwell, president of
Mars Hill college, felicitated the

,management on the new studios, and

Q9£2>/lv

expressed the appreciation of schools
and colleges for the educational and
cultural contributiens WWNC has
made to Western North Carolina. /

‘Twelve years ago, he said, the"
counties that make up this section|
were separate units, but today they|
_have a unity of interests. a nelgh—

borliness and a brotherhood created
largely through this radio station,

Educational programs broadcast by
WWNC, he said, have played no small
part in making known the advantages
of our schools and colleges. School
,i"md college enrolliments have grown
he stated.

. H. Latham, supecrintendent of
Asheville city schools, also spoke of
the information and entertainment
the station has brought to students
and teachers in the city school sys-
tem. He brought greefings from these,
and congratulated the station on 1*5‘

accomplishments.
Speaks Tor Ministers
The Ministerial Association of
Asheville and Buncombe County was
Rev. Ray R.

church here.

He expressed the appreciation of
this group for the religious services
the station has rendered Asheville
jand “Western North Carolina. The
radio, he said, is an instrument of
more value and is more far reaching
than can be visualized. The ters
Pre grateful for the many programs

which have brought about a deepen-|
ing of religious living in countless
homes, he said, and for the equal

opportunity given Jew. Catholic and
Protestant for expression.

City Manager Pat 'M.
praised the new buildix
houses The szcn‘ Thc ’l

WWNC and added that 1t was onl}l
fitting and proper that the dedic

tion of this plant recently <‘mum-
be climaxed with the formal opening|

of the radio station.
“WWNC,” he said, “proudly takes|
its place among the outstanding

broadcasting stations of this coun-
try, and will furnish radio enter-
tainment equal to that of metropoll-
tan centers anywhere in the United |

States |

" Source Of Gratification
“This station,” Governor Hoey
sald, “should he a source of gratifi-
cation to the people of the whole
state. Your equipment ranks with
the best, and the best i1s none too

shut-ins | good for the people of North Caro-

lina "

The governor paid
| Elias and expressed his hearty
wishes for the future.

John Spicer, president
Asheville Merchants associat

tribute to Mr

good
the
ion

of

LQ&UZ/A



e o VAT

% 2 SNy Jﬁﬁih dhe
3 pledged ' the continued shpport of
that' organization,

much to the efforts of WWNC. The
statlon, he said, has supported the
merchants in all of their endeavors
to build Western North Carolina, and
its expansion is_encouraging to all.
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| that the people of this section owe.

Congratulations and good wishes;

“he entire ‘staff of

flutist and other staff artists,
Mayor Holmes

station tookd
art in the program along with thel
WWNC orchestra under the directionf,
of Clyde Spencer, the Sylvester quar-|
tet and chorus; Miss Margaret Byer-|
ly, James Mann, Mrs. Louis Lorick,|;
vocalist; Bobby Davis, Emil Medlicus,|;

Bryson, who /‘was|

were brought also by Harry G. Mat-
thew, president of the chamber of
commerce; Frank Barber, who was
chairman of the radio committee of
the chamber of commerce when the
{ 'statlon was first established; and
§ E. A. Jackson, former owner of

|
§
|

WWNC’s predecessor, Station WABC.
Dr. I. R. Wagner, manager of
Oteen veterans hospital, expressed
the appreciation of patients at that
institution for the radio station’s
service. He explained physical condi-
tions prevented good reception of
many other stations, and that the
radic was vital in building up the
morale and keeplng shut-ins In
touch with the outside world.
Interview Featured
Another feature of the dedicatory
program was an Interview between
@ Bob Bingham and Frank Coxe, chaiz_':

§ man of the chamber of commerce
sports committee, Mr. Coxe explained
the work the committes is doing and
enumerated sports activities that
have been scheduled for.this spring
and. summer. i

When the new auditorium- is .com-
pleted, he said, the committee plans
jto enlarge their program with boxing,
Mbasketball and -indoor tennis.

Mrs. William C. Lyda, president of
the Asheville council of Parent-Teach-
er associations, expressed the grati-
#tude and appreciation of those or-
wranizations for the service WWNC
has rendered in the field of educa-

Sheyes
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dtion. :
a ‘Senator Reynolds, who came here
Afrom Washington to take part in the
s#ceremonies, said: “When the Colum-
#bia Broadcasting system proclaims
ito the world the addition of this
“newest outlet for its constructive and
frefreshing programs, it can also testi-
4fy to the great public' service and
Shigh purposes of WWNC. This is true!
ibecause the owners and the mem-!
ibers of Its staff are civic minded,
iand are always alert to community
ineeds and community demands.”
{ - Oppdses Park Fees

5 The senator deviated .in his brief
ispeech, to express vigorous opposition
to regulations which would impose
lany kind of fees on visitors to the
| Great Smoky Mountains National
park. ’

| “In conclusion,” he said, “let me
|again’ congratulate WWNC on 1its
i splendid facilities and great com-
|munity service. May I express the
| hope that the linking of this sec-
jtlon with the Columbla Broadcast-
ing system will mean a new and
{greater outlet for informing people
ieverywhere of the matchless beauty
'imd climate of Western North Caro-
.lina.” )
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president of the chamber Of com-
merce when WWNC was estahlished,

telegraphed the following greetings. |

«Congratulations on the splendid
success you have made with the
proadcasting station. It is and has
been a great, asset to Asheville "and
Western North Carolina.” s




